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WHAT CANON IS ALL ABOUT

In Canon we strongly believe your dedication to Photography

and the quality of your work really matters.

In Canon we support existing Pro’s and Prosumers, nurturing the

next generation in a shared passion. Helping them to tell the

greatest stories.

In Canon we partner with the world’s leading photographers

and videographers, to harness their knowledge and passion to

inspire generations of like-minded individuals.

Dedicated to students and completely free, for the third

consecutive year, we have developed a bespoke Education

programme that will take place during the 2019 edition of the

Visa pour l’Image.

© Catalina Martin-Chico 
Recipient Canon Female Photography Award 2017

© Ivor Prickett – Canon Ambassador 
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INTRODUCTION TO 
VISA POUR L’IMAGE

5

Visa pour l’Image is a festival of visual journalism that takes
place in Perpignan, France, in September. This year the
festival marks its 31st edition.

During this unique event, Students will join thousands of other
visitors who have come to the city to visit exhibitions of the
world’s most outstanding photojournalism.

Guests can also enjoy evening screenings in the open air
medieval enclosure of the Campo Santo, as well as taking
part in conferences and meeting the representatives of the
world’s leading photo agencies.

Canon’s relationship with Visa began in 1990 when Canon
France started supporting the event. Canon Europe then took
over this sponsorship in 1996, with Canon becoming the
primary sponsor in 2005.

For more information on the festival please click here

© Laura Morton
Recipient Canon Female Photography Award 2018

http://www.visapourlimage.com/


THE INITIATIVE
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200 Photography Students from across Europe will attend the Canon Professional Development

programme during Visa pour l’Image 2019 edition.

Each student will be hosted for three days with their travel, accommodation and meals paid for

by Canon.

Key activities will include dedicated workshops carried out by Canon Ambassadors and

Industry Professionals. portfolio reviews, evening screenings, access to exhibitions and

networking opportunities.

With a focus on visual storytelling, elevating the impact of the narratives and the development

of the authorial signature, the initiative aims to offer a wide range of opinions and perspectives,
promoting constructive debate over trends and developments in the Imaging Industry.

All participating Students and their Teachers have the opportunity to build a relationship with

the relevant national Canon organisation.



REVIEWS OF THE STUDENT PROGRAMME 2017 - I
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Article taken from Dysturb Magazine 2017, 

highlighting Canon’s contribution in shaping the 

future generation of photojournalists. 

https://www.canon-europe.com/pro/events/visa-pour-l-image/young-photojournalists/?utm_source=fb-social&utm_medium=social&utm_content=Linkpost


REVIEW OF THE STUDENT PROGRAMME 2017 - II 
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2017 PARTICIPATING STUDENT:
KSENIA KULESHOVA
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"I took part in the Canon student programme at the Visa 

pour l’Image 2017 and I’m very thankful for this experience. 

It was a great mixture of inputs and backgrounds. We 

spoke a lot about what we need to do as a freelance 

photographer, how to present and promote the work, 

exchanged ideas and our plans for the nearest future. The 

Canon Student initiative represents  such a great 

networking opportunity and it’s not just about exchanging 

ideas and receiving feedback from professionals, it’s about 

your motivation and reflection, to move forward once you 

are back home. So I would definitely recommend to use all 

possible options and apply for the programme!"

Ksenia Kuleshova, 
http://www.kuleshova.de/

Student from the University 
of Applied Sciences and 
Arts Dortmund (Germany), 
Master Programme.

http://www.kuleshova.de/


2017 PARTICIPATING STUDENT:
GIACOMO INFANTINO
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“The experience with Canon was incredible. From the moment 
we left, a great teamwork started. I met most of the team at 
Bergamo airport and I do not hide the initial fear for this 
experience, but as soon as we boarded the bus in Barcelona 
with destination Perpignan, we were all good friends. I 
emphasize this aspect because I find it essential for the success 
of this experience. The comparison with other students from other 
institutions, the exchange of opinions, the help, and the 
friendships that were created within this experience are what I 
remember with most affection.”
……
“I can only thank Canon and all the staff, fellow classmates, 
friends, who have made this experience a fundamental step for 
my personal growth as a photographer, an experience that I 
consider essential for all people who want to become 
professionals or, at least, for who wants to leave their own 
boundaries to embrace an experience that will be 
unforgettable”. 

Giacomo Infantino, 
http://www.giacomoinfantino.com/

Graduating Student from the Brera 
Academy of Arts and New 
technologies.  
Milano - Italy

http://www.giacomoinfantino.com/
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20

Countries

175

Students & 

+ 30 Guests

attended

95

Female

Students

54%

5 

Ambassadors

10 

Teachers

28 

Mentors

12 female 42%

12 

Photo-editors

101

Schools

16 

Photographers
1 

Pulitzer

23

Years Old

(average)

>5K 

Images reviewed

REVIEW OF THE STUDENT PROGRAMME 2018 - I 

25

Nationalities

2 

Curators
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2018 PARTICIPATING MENTORS:



REVIEW OF THE STUDENT PROGRAMME 2018 - II 
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2018 PARTICIPATING STUDENT:
CAMILLA FERRARI 
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Being part of the Canon Student Programme at Visa pour l’Image 2018 was 

definitely a growing and learning experience.

It was deeply interesting, not only because we were able to discuss 

photography and the role of photojournalism today with photo editors and 

professionals, but also because we could confront ourselves with our 

colleagues. It is essential to be part of a community, to have a group of people 

to rely on, and through this initiative I built bonds with fellow photographers that 

now I can call friends, whose opinion impacts my work in a fruitful 

way. Sometimes it’s difficult to take a step back and look at your work with a 

fresh and objective eye; during the workshop I had the chance to review it 

through the critiques and feedback from professionals who approach 

photojournalism with different perspectives and had different takes on how I 

could push my boundaries and deepen the projects I’m working on.

Also, being in the context of a festival like Visa has helped me massively in 

terms of networking and creating connections for future collaborations. The 

Canon Student Programme is undoubtedly an experience that I would 

recommend to anyone who wants to grow as a photographer and challenge 

their ways of seeing photography.

Camilla Ferrari
www.camillaferrari.com

Instagram handle: @camillaferrariphoto
Graduated student at Italian Institute of Photography, Milan, Italy.

http://www.camillaferrari.com/


2018 PARTICIPATING STUDENT:
SINA NIEMEYER
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Attending the Canon Student Development Programme gave me 

the opportunity to meet a lot of interesting people from the photo 

industry and receive their valuable feedback. I really liked the 

informal atmosphere of the Canon initiative and looking at 

exhibitions and discussing images together. Getting to know 

students and their projects from all over Europe was a great and 

very inspiring experience – with some of them I am still in touch until 

today.

Sina Niemeyer
http://www.sinaniemeyer.com

Instagram handle: @sinaolsson

Graduated  at the Danmarks Medie- og Journalisthøjskole, Aarhus (DK)

& at the University of Applied Sciences and Arts, Hannover (D)

http://www.sinaniemeyer.com/


2019 ENTRY PROCESS

• Participant students must be between the age of 18 and 27 as May 10th 2019, 

starting or having completed the education program in the 2018- 2019 Academic 

year *.

• All participating students have the opportunity to submit her/his portfolio into an 

unique Canon URL canon-europe.com/student (between March 20th – May 10th ).

• Each student can submit a portfolio of up to a maximum of 2 stories. Each story 

should consist of between up to 20 fully captioned images, with a synopsis or a

description of the project.

• The official language of the initiative is English, eligible students need an 

adequate proficiency to benefit from the lectures and the reviews. 

• With the submission we will welcome:

• a short bio and when possible a motivation statement for attending the course,

• only when hen feasible a brief presentation by his/her Teacher(s). 

* Copy of the valid student card or proof of enrolment will be requested prior admission
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http://canon-europe.com/student


VISA POUR L’IMAGE 2019
PROFESSIONAL WEEK SEPTEMBER 1ST – 7TH

17

An international festival of photojournalism in Perpignan, Visa pour
l’Image is considered, once a year, as "the biggest magazine in the
world".

Its 31st edition, during 3 weeks in September, the festival looks back at
current events that have occurred over the last year through 25
exhibitions and 5 viewing parties.

The Professional Week at Visa pour l’Image is a major gathering of
global press professionals and photojournalists, with panels, lectures
and portfolio reviews, to present their projects and the industry
trends.

In 2018, over 250K people visited the exhibitions and more than 18K
attended the 6 evening screening shows.

Also in 2019, the work of 4 selected students from the previous edition
of the Canon Professional Development will become part of the
official Visa pour l’Image evening screening programme.



VISA POUR L’IMAGE : 
PROFESSIONAL WEEK

Partner of Visa pour l’Image since 30 years, in the fantastic location
of Perpignan Canon has developed the 3rd edition of the Student
Development Programme. Canon is proud to offer the future
generation of professionals also the unique opportunity to take part
to one of the most renowned photo festivals in the world, including:

Admission to the 25 Exhibitions in 5 different sites

Admission to one evening Screening

Campo Santo is the venue for the night screenings. Each evening
the programme of presentations on show includes a review of key
news stories, as well as reports and features selected works covering
current affairs global themes.

Liaise and Network with industry professionals

Perpignan is the place where photographers, editors, publishers and
curators discuss their visions over the industry and its trends. Students
will have the opportunity to engage with top professionals over the
future of the media industry.

18



2019 - STEPS OF THE PROGRAMME

Submissions must be completed by May 10th addressing them to a Canon dedicated URL:             
canon-europe.com/student
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On May 20th Students admitted to the initiative will be notified by the local Canon organization. 

Canon will maintain close communication with the students through an online registration 
management tool so we can book their flights and finalise their accommodation.

Students admitted need to confirm their participation within May 26th . In June, together with the detail 
of their travel arrangements, guidelines will be distributed to help prepare for the portfolio reviews

The final Agenda for the 3 Days Programme will be shared with the participating students on August 
30th, prior to the start Visa pour l’Image 2019 edition.

Dedicated Panels, with 1 International member will review entries and select participating students by 
May 17th .

http://canon-europe.com/student


SITE – POSTER & FOLDER
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Student 

Promo Video

Students 

Submission 

Site

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Pmr9uKWdao&list=PLvEzzriCJfS47JvMSIk_rnTbS0UCc9UlU
https://www.canon-europe.com/student


CANON STUDENT 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME
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Over a 3 days programme, a sequence of bespoke modules,
moderated by Canon Professionals and followed by Q&A sessions,
participants will be exposed to lectures by:

• Professional Photographers selected from a network of over 80
Canon Ambassadors, click HERE , all of them contributing to major
agencies, newspapers and magazines, Ambassadors will present
their work and career developments, to offer inspiration and
guidance to the next generation of professionals;

• Influential international photo-editors, publishers, gallerists and
curators, journalists, publishers and other imaging professionals will
offer their vision over the developments in the media industry, its
trends, advice and ideas worth spreading to emerging
professionals;

• The testimony of former attendees, selected among the
participants to 2018 Edition of the Canon Student Programme.

https://www.canon-europe.com/pro/ambassadors/


CANON STUDENTS 
PORTFOLIO REVIEWS

Each participating student has the opportunity to expose his/her
portfolio to a qualified panel of industry professionals.

The portfolios of the participating students will be collected prior to the
start of the initiative, dedicated guidelines will be distributed in June.

The Programme foresees the Portfolio Reviews for the afternoon of the
second day:

• groups of max 10 participants,

• reviewers and moderators will encourage discussion amongst the
students, fostering higher engagements and exposure to the
individual narrative style, peer to peer feedback, hints and
qualified support.
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2019 STUDENTS ACTIVITY PLANNING IN PERPIGNAN

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Morning

Arrival of the students in 

Perpignan, hotel check-

in

Canon Professionals 

Lectures

Lecture & 

Students Presentations

Afternoon Visa exhibition tour
Canon 

Portfolio review

Bus transfer to airport for 

departure

Evening Networking or Screening Screening or Networking
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